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ADVISING

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences strategic planning committee, 2022-2023
Associate Graduate Director, Department of Economics, 2014-2019
Graduate admissions director, Department of Economics, 2013-2019

Macroeconomic Hiring Committee, Department of Economics, 2007, 2013, 2014, 2016,
2019

Executive Committee, Department of Economics, 2012-2014, 2015-2017
Dissertation Fellowship Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, 2012

Ross Lence Teaching Award Selection Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences, 2013, 2015, 2016

Co-Editor, Economic Inquiry, 2015—present

Associate Editor, Journal of Development Economics, 2015—present
Associate Editor, Economic Inquiry, 2009-2012

Member, American Economic Association

Referee, American Economic Review, Journal of Political Economy, American Economic
Journal: Macroeconomics, Economic Journal, Journal of Economic Growth, Review of
Economics and Statistics, Review of Economic Studies, Journal of Development Eco-
nomics, Macroeconomic Dynamics, Review of Development Economics, American Jour-
nal of Agricultural Economics, Agricultural Economics, Economica, Resource and Energy
Economics, Journal of Public Economics, Review of Economic Dynamics, Scandinavian
Journal of Economics, Canadian Journal of Economics, Economic Inquiry, Journal of the
European Economic Association, World Bank Economic Review, World Development,
European Economic Review, Oxford Economic Papers

Dissertation Advisor: Mike Hsu (2016, Hamilton College), Nadya Abramava (2016,
Hanover Research), Edson Sobrinho (2015, Office of the Presidency of Brazil), Mah-
boobeh Asghari (2015, Winona State), Doruk Ilgaz (2013, FactSet), Elisabetta Gentile
(2012, National University Singapore)

Dissertation Committee: Mehedi Hasan Oni (2024), Yewande Olapade (2019), Celine
Boulenger (2017), Subash Khatry (2017), Amrita Dhar (2016), Volodymyr Korsun (2015),
Wen Long (2015), Jarrod Hunt (2014), Emiliano Luttini (2014), Sine Tepe (2014), Lena
Ogrokhina (2013), Gokcen Ogruk (2013), Shreyasee Das (2012), Teodora Stoica (2012),
Edward Hoang (2010), Amelie Carlton (2010), Roberto Coronado (2010), Indrit Hoxha
(2009), Sreenath Majumder (2009), Parul Mathur (2009), Cahit Guven (2008), Mayank
Guatam (2007), Levent Bulut (2007)

Undergraduate Thesis: Sean Soares (2013), Monalisa Chandra (2008), Shreyasee Das
(2007)
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HONORS,
GRANTS,
AND AWARDS

INVITED
PRESENTATIONS

Intermediate Macroeconomics (Undergraduate, UH), 2005-2012
Econometrics (Undergraduate, Dartmouth), 2011-2019

Economic Growth (Undergraduate, UH), 20142024

American Economic Growth (Undergraduate, UH), 2022
Macroeconomics I (Graduate, UH), 2006, 2007, 2009-2015, 2017-2019
Growth and Development (Graduate, UH), 2007, 2008, 2011-2019, 2023
3rd Year Research Workshop (Graduate, UH), 2014-2018

Smith Richardson Foundation, PI, “The Contingent Economy”, $111,000, 2023
Economist Books of the Year (for Fully Grown), 2020

Winner, Ross Lence Teaching Award, 2010

Finalist, Provost Teaching Award, 2010

Finalist, Ross Lence Teaching Award, 2009

University of Houston New Faculty Grant, 2006

Dissertation Fellowship, Brown University, 2004-2005

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development Fellowship, 2002-2004

2023: World Bank, Technology Enabled Disruption Conference (Richmond Fed), Verein
f. Socialpolitik keynote (Regensburg)

2022: Colorado State

2021: Towa State, Clark

2020: UNC-Asheville, Southern Methodist U., Texas Tech

2019: Sewanee (Georgescu-Roegen Lecture)

2018: Dalhouise University, York University, Southern Economic Association

2017: Deep-rooted Factors in Comparative Development (Brown), Texas A&M Ag Econ,
George Washington University

2016: McGill University, CESIfo (Munich), DEGIT (U. of Nottingham)
2015: George Mason University, Clemson, LSU, Southern Economic Association
2014: Historical Persistence in Comparative Development (Williams College)

2013: NBER Growth Meeting (San Francisco), World Bank Agriculture and Poverty
workshop

2012: South Florida University, World Bank Structural Change Conference, University
of Oklahoma, Southern Economic Association Meetings

2011: Texas A&M University, Indiana University, Williams College, NBER Growth Meet-
ing (discussant)

2010: NBER Growth Meeting (San Francisco), Center for Study of African Economies
Conference (Oxford), World Bank Land Conference, CEPR Workshop on Sustained Eco-
nomic Growth (Barcelona)

2009: Northeast University Development Conference (NEUDC), University of Michigan
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2008: TEFS Winter Meetings, Southern Economic Association Meetings, University of
Copenhagen

2007: NBER IFM Summer Meeting, NBER EFG Summer Meeting, Baylor University
2006: Rice University

2005: University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, Clemson University, University
of Houston, Hunter College (CUNY)), United States Naval Academy

2004: Northeast University Development Conference (NEUDC), International Monetary
Fund, Brown University

Andersen Consulting, 1995-1997
PriceWaterhouseCoopers Consulting, 1997-1999
Independent computer systems contractor, 1999-2000

Married, two children
Citizenship: US

Languages: English (native), German (surprisingly poor)



